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Fundamental Study on Psocoptera for Pest Control of Buildings
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Fundamental Study on Psocoptera for Pest Control of Buildings

Eriko Takehiro, Takeshi Wakui'’ , Hideyuki Meguro? and Ko Tomita

Production facilities such as pharmaceutical factories and food factories must be careful
of foreign substances, such as contamination by harmful insects. Particular care is necessary
to prevent psocoptera entering from outside and reproducing inside the building. Therefore,
we conducted an experiment for the purpose of controlling psocoptera in buildings,
examining growth with temperature, humidity, and mould as parameters that are considered
to be related to the growth of psocoptera. We also surveyed the actual conditions of materials
to be brought in. The experiment on growth showed that: 1) Psocoptera shows a remarkable
growth at a relative humidity of around 75%, 2) Low humidity is effective for killing
psocoptera, and 3) Mould tends to promote the growth of psocoptera. The survey of materials
showed that: 1) Cardboard provides a hospitable environment for psocoptera, 2) Plant-based
fiber such as cardboard is more hospitable for psocoptera than resin-based material, and 3)
Care should be taken to control not only mould but also house dust.
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