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Located in Otemachi, Japan’s international
business hub, this large-scale mixed-use
development of over 350,000m? was commis-
sioned by MITSUI & CO. and Mitsui Fudosan
Co. The complex is divided into two buildings:
The MITSUI & CO. Building, which houses the
headquarters of MITSUI & CO., is integrated
on the lower and basement levels with the
Otemachi One Tower, which houses a global
brand hotel and office floor space of approx-
imately 3,700m? per floor. For the exterior, the
MITSUI & CO. Building emphasizes horizon-
tality with motifs inspired by the stone walls
of the Imperial Palace and traditional Japanese
timber frame structures. In contrast, the
Otemachi One Tower has a metallic, urban
design that highlights vertical lines. The design
philosophy of the former headquarters of
MITSUI & CO. was emulated, emphasizing
environmental friendliness and functionality
as before, resulting in a space that can accom-
modate diverse work styles while stressing
the importance of high environmental perfor-

mance and sustainability.
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The JUTEC (GEOLIVE Group) was established
soon after the Great Kanto Earthquake and
started by supplying plywood as building
material for the reconstruction efforts. This
was a project to return the headquarters of
the company to the place where it was
founded. Taking advantage of the U-shaped
site, the building was divided into three blocks
to solve the challenges of a timber structure,
like horizontal seismic forces, age-related
deformation, and fire resistance. The east
side contains the Communication Hub (timber
structure) which faces Shimbashi Akarenga
Street to urge various activities, followed by
the Buffer Zone, and ending on the west side
with the Work Zone (steel structure). While the
Communication Hub is tied vertically by an
open staircase to activate interdepartmental
exchange, it also features the timber frame-
work through high transmission glass,
opening the space to the neighborhood and
emitting Jutec’s activities and ideologies. The
design serves to create a quality streetscape,
the desire of the company that has long been
established in Shimbashi.
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This tenant office building near Hakata Station
responds to the diversifying work style of re-
cent times. As a place where people dare to
gather and work, it was required to be both a
conducive working environment and a space
where new connections and stimulation could
be gained. The project’s theme was to incorpor-
ate the lush green park opposite the site in all
its beauty. The rental rooms on the standard
floors were designed with high sashes to guide
light from the park to the inside and balconies,
providing fresh air. Spaces include a café
where sunlight filters in through the trees on
the first floor, a rooftop terrace with a view of
the park, the cafe and the rooftop were planned
as various communal work areas. The design
was represented as an example of future of-
fice. The facade, which can be seen overlap-
ping with the trees in the park, symbolizes the
growth of the companies that occupy the

building.
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The head office facilities of Sigma Corporation,
a camera manufacturer, are located along the
Odakyu-Tama line. As regulatory constraints
prohibited the construction of buildings dir-
ectly under the high-voltage lines crossing
overhead, a large part of the southern area was
left untouched. Here, a front garden for enter-
taining guests was created. An “office con-
nected to the forest” was envisioned. By
designing a landscape plan that integrates the
surrounding native tree species, a green scape
that visually and physically flows into the
existing forest behind the site was accom-
plished. The office, cafeteria, and exhibition
zones, which keep conforming to the site’s
shape, are linked by a corridor wrapped around
a courtyard, resulting in a layout that gives
employees and visitors easy access to any
area as needed. The aim was a building where
people can find a welcoming place to spend
time freely while enjoying the architecture and
forest that keeps changing expression

depending on the season and the weather.
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In conjunction with the 60th anniversary of
Nitto Denko's Toyohashi Office’s founding, a
flagship ESG promotion office was com-
missioned to act as a “control center” for the
Toyohashi Office. Moreover, in a challenge for
carbon neutrality, a zero-energy building was
accomplished while still maximizing the office
workers' comfort, resulting in an office that
combines both environmental performance
and amenity (BELS: Net ZEB Certification +
CASBEE Smart Wellness Office S rank Certi-
fication). In the recycled wood louvers, which
inhibit solar radiation, discharged plastic waste
from the plant was used as raw material to
mitigate the environmental impact. Placed at
the heart of the office, the atrium includes a
café, library, and various meeting spaces,
making it a convenient stop for every worker

at the office.
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After 90 years, Kudan-Kaikan (completed
initially as the Gunjin-Kaikan) has taken a new
step forward. The project site directly faces
the remarkable historical Edo Castle Ruins. A
collection of open spaces in this uncommon
location has been created to become an
animated urban center. For the renovation, the
entrance of the Kudan-Kaikan was used as
the main approach to the complex as is. The
activity of the outer public square flows
through the foyer of the original building to the
newly constructed plaza and office entrances.
For this reason, the interior was designed to
connect the old and the new seamlessly
without any distinct separation. The facade
was developed based on the Giant Order’s
signature vertical pattern style, applying the
geometric and linear details of the Western
Art Deco to the then-prevailing Japanese
Imperial Crown Style, as seen on the exterior

of the Kudan-Kaikan.
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This research institute endeavors to continue
the history and culture of pharmaceutical
development while also furthering the creativity
of the future. The screen of slanted columns
recalls the landscape of the previously existing
tree grove, which stood on the same site,
creating a new scene where architecture
connects to nature and interacts with the
surrounding mountain range. This facade
combines the ability to support the buildings’
seismic isolation structure with its ability to
shade from strong sunlight, providing
researchers with an earthquake-resistant,
pleasant, and protected indoor environment.
The open hall was intended as a network
space, linking surrounding areas with a
double-volume staircase and transparent
glass, with seamless repeating ceiling fixtures
that erase any sense of boundary. Here, we
anticipate a place brimming with diverse
interactions breaking through the divisions of
specialized fields and resulting in the creation

of new values.
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Based on the concept of campus-grown
knowledge that embarks to agricultural fields
worldwide - International Center NODAI
FLAGSHIP was created as a global hub
university in the field of agricultural science.
Along with being the new face of the campus,
it highlights the presence of the rich green
Nodai Forest and the depth of the campus.
The east and west facades comply with the
campus’ standard design code of “soil and
strata,”continuing the inheritance of “history.”
The north and south facades were designed
with the image of “expansion” - opening up
to the world - in mind. With an always-present
visual connection to plant-life, the interior
was imagined to be a comfortable, biophilic
space. Furthermore, the Fibonacci sequence
was used as design code to stay true to Tokyo
University of Agriculture's character. NODAI
FLAGSHIP is departing on a voyage as a place
of international exchange for students, sharing

the wisdom of the university with the world.
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Kajima Technical Center is a new kind of facility
for our junior construction staff. The building has
two floors dedicated to training and learning,
and three floors on top for lodging, organized
around a triple height living space. Based on the
concept of “FEEL & THINK”, which aims to foster
a mindset to feel and think independently, this
building is designed to provide diverse opportu-
nities for the trainees to “feel” the differences
and “think” about their reasons throughout their
stay. The training area has extensive full-scale
mock-ups for learning construction methods
and details hands-on. At the same time, the
building as a whole, incorporates numerous
innovations in architecture, construction and
environment that can be observed firsthand.
Innovations include; “Flying Box®” which is a
prefabricated room unit composed with Pre-
cast slab and CLT box, a shear wall made of CLT,
“DEW rain garden®’, an irrigation system uti-
lizing rainwater, as well as “Eco-Crete® and
“C0O2-SUICOM®” both of which are challenges
in environmentally friendly concrete. In addition,
timbers for the furniture and the CLT walls are
from the forests owned by KAJIMA and its sub-
sidiary, as a demonstration of utilization of avail-

able resources towards a sustainable society.
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Presented is the head office building of a long-
established pharmaceutical wholesaler with
its operations focused in the Tohoku and
Niigata regions. Going west from Sendai
Station along the zelkova-lined Aoba-dori
Avenue, the site is positioned at the entrance
to the ruins of Aoba Castle. The lined trees of
Aoba-dori Avenue sit to the east, Nishi Park to
the north, and west in the foreground, the
Hirose River. To capture this 180-degree view
at its fullest, the corner columns were omitted,
and the maximum span of the 20.4 x 13.2 m
floor plate was used. The emergency staircase
was integrated with the elevator hall, creating
a convenient working environment supporting
natural employee interaction. The office is
equipped with the latest facilities, including a
seismic isolation structure and BCP for

in-house power generation.
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A temple for the Buzan School of Shingon
Buddhism (Shingon-shi Buzan-ha). The first
floor is a non-denominational hall for cem-
etery users, and the second floor, designed
in Shingon Buddhism style, acts as the main
hall dedicated to temple users. With few
existing domestic precedents, the two-story
traditional Japanese-style temple was realized
by using reinforced concrete combined with
a steel-framed roof. The importance of the
temple was symbolized by making it the tallest
building on the site and arranging the inner
sanctum of the main hall on the axis of the
approach. The traditional temple architec-
ture’s timber elements were achieved through
the use of precast concrete components and
glass-fiber reinforced cement products for
the unique design details. Copper-shingle
roofing was installed, and exterior walls were
painted with a highly weather-resistant elastic
coating for advanced durability. Energy-
efficient environmental performance was also
considered by using highly insulating mate-

rials and airtight construction.
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This project involved transferring and
expanding an increasingly deteriorating and
restricted long-term elderly care hospital to
an existing old-age health facility in a separate
location as an integrated hospital. The hospital
aimed to be a bright, home-like place, comfort-
able for both patients and staff, suitable for
long-term care. Considerations included easy-
to-monitor unit-care wards, patient spaces
that can be chosen according to various levels
of privacy, window arrangements thoughtful
towards bedridden patients, and using an
odor countermeasure system in shared rooms.
Exteriorly, the volume of the building is dis-
tributed by its cross-shaped design, with the
scale adjusted to the adjacent neighborhood.
Shadows on the facade due to the post-and-
beam frame structure create a familiar residen-
tial-like scale. In addition to a building layout
that makes the most of its ideal location, the
setting of the project’s six gardens, using the
building's shape, offers inpatients and visitors

abundant greenery and peace of mind.
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AEON MALL Toki was designed to effectively
reuse the remains of a former clay mine site
with a long history of supporting Toki's Mino-
ware industry. The total development area
gathers various facilities besides the main
complex, including hot spring facilities and a
mockup housing exhibition area. The devel-
opment is expected to propel the local econ-
omy as acommercial nucleus representative of
the Tono region. To create a new bustling
landscape in Toki, in addition to using a tech-
nigue of switching up materiality to articulate
certain sections, the facade of the building
unfolds with rhythmical and diverse expres-
sions inspired by Mino-ware motifs unique to
Toki. Tokiniwa Terrace consists of a semi-
outdoor terrace towards which restaurants on
the first and second floors face, with a
connecting lush green outdoor space. A new
commercial space with a strong, conscious
connection to the outside was challenged in

response to the post-corona era.
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The square is located in the heart of Minato-
mirai. It is also at the starting point of Minato
Mirai-odori Boulevard, which has seen devel-
opment in recent years. Considering the special
traits of the area and the potential of the site, an
office space with the largest floor plate in the
district was designed for the mid-rise portion of
the project. A hotel was placed in the highest
section, taking advantage of the excellent view.
The aim was to create a new urban exchange
hub based on the theme of "Tsunagu" (connect).
The facade, composed of three distinct layers,
creates an urban scene in harmony with the
Minato Mirai cityscape. The lower levels consist
of extensive open spaces that propagate
continuous activity with the surrounding district,
forming an urban axis that surpasses the site

boundary and links neighboring properties.
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Situated on a fan-shaped site approximately
210 meters above sea level, this hotel building
has 336 guest rooms, mainly targeting fam-
ilies. Given its location at the western end of
the hotel premises, the project was designed
to be in harmony with the existing buildings
while examining the appearance from the
neighborhood and the view to the existing
open-air baths. The restaurant on the first
floor has half of its seats on the open terrace
that features a 5.5-meter-high glass roof and
a 1.8-meter-high glass screen, brimming with
a sense of expansiveness and unimpeded
views while providing comfort by roll screens
and spot air conditioners. The large rooftop
bathhouse, with 13 indoor/outdoor bathtubs
and sauna, offers a dynamic view of Beppu
that shows various scenes depending on the

season and the time of day.
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OTEMACHI ONE

Client: MITSUI & CO., LTD.,

Mitsui Fudosan Co., Ltd.

Location: Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo

Floor Area: 358,688m*

Guest rooms: 190 (room size 54m?)
Floors: MITSUI & CO. Building 31
(+5 below ground),

Otemachi One Tower 40

(+5 below ground)

Associate Architect:

Nikken Sekkei (design development,
construction document),
Completion: December 2022

JUTEC HEAD OFFICE
Client: JUTEC

Location: Minato-ku, Tokyo
Floor Area: 4,878m?

Floors: 8 (+1 below ground)
Completion: February 2023

CIRCLES OTONOHA HAKATA
Client: OTOWA BUILDING LTD.
Location: Fukuoka-shi, Fukuoka
Floor Area: 2,345m?

Floors: 12

Completion: March 2023

SIGMA HEAD OFFICE

Client: SIGMA Corporation
Location: Kawasaki-shi, Kanagawa
Floor Area: 7,228m?

Floors: 4

Associate Architect:

Green Wise Co., Ltd. (landscape),
TSDO Inc. (signage),

Ichiro lwasaki (furniture and display)
Completion: February 2022

NITTO DENKO TOYOHASHI PLANT
“LINCS*

Client: Nitto Denko Corporation
Location: Toyohashi-shi, Aichi

Floor Area: 5,946m?

Floors: 3

Completion: October 2022

KUDAN-KAIKAN TERRACE

Client: Nove Grande LLC (Tokyu Land
Corporation, Kajima Corporation)
Location: Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo

Floor Area: 68,036m*

Floors: New wing 17 (+3 below ground),
preserved wing 5 (+1 below ground)
Associate Architect:

Azusa Sekkei Co., Ltd.

Completion: July 2022

OTSUKA PHARMACEUTICAL OSAKA
RESEAR CHCENTER FOR DRUG
DISCOVERY

Client: Otsuka Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd.
Location: Minoh-shi, Osaka

Floor Area: 26,818m?

Floors: 4 (+1 below ground)
Completion: July 2022

TOKYO UNIVERSITY OF AGRICULTURE
INTERNATIONAL CENTER

Client: Tokyo University of Agriculture
Educational Corporation

Location: Setagaya-ku, Tokyo

Floor Area: 3,121m’

Floors: 3

Completion: February 2023

KAJIMA TECHNICAL CENTER
Client: Kajima Corporation
Location: Yokohama-shi, Kanagawa
Floor Area: 5,810m?

Guest rooms: 81 (12m?)

Floors: 5

Completion: December 2022

VITAL-NET HEAD OFFICE BUILDING
Client: VITAL-NET, INC.

Location: Sendai-shi, Miyagi

Floor Area: 3,596m?

Floors: 9

Completion: May 2022

CHOENJI TEMPLE MAIN HALL
Client: CHOEIJI TEMPLE
Location: Nagareyama-shi, Chiba
Floor Area: 939m*

Floors: 2

Completion: March 2023

NAGAOKA HOSPITAL

Client: SHONAN-KENYUUKAI
Location: Chigasaki-shi, Kanagawa
Floor Area: 5,391m?

Hospital beds: 162

Floors: 4

Completion: March 2022

AEON MALL TOKI

Client: AEON MALL Co., Ltd.
Location: Toki-shi, Gifu

Floor Area: 74,071m?

Floors: 2

Associate Architect: TOHATA
ARCHITECTS & ENGINEERS, INC.
Completion: October 2022

YOKOHAMA CONNECT SQUARE
Client: KRF48

(Kenedix, Inc, Kajima Corporation,
Panasonic Homes Co., Ltd.)
Location: Yokohama-shi, Kanagawa
Floor Area: 121,711m*

Guest rooms: 364

Floors: 28 (+1 below ground)
Associate Architect:

Mitsubishi Jisho Design Inc.
(preliminary exterior design)
Completion: January 2023

SUGINOI BEPPU SORA KAN

Client: ORIX Real Estate Corporation
Location: Beppu-shi, Oita

Floor Area: 33,259m*

Guest rooms: 336 (room size 27-93m°)
Floors: 14 (+1 below ground)
Associate Architect: MHS Planners,
Architects & Engineers Ltd.
(schematic design),

MITSUI Designtec Co., Ltd. (supervision)
Completion: October 2022
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KAJIMA DESIGN ASIA Pte. Ltd.
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KAJIMA ASSOCIATES, Inc.
Tel 1-404-812-8600
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